
teamwork for  the  long haul

2 0 0 9  A n n u a l  r e p o r t

AB
CD

: A
ft

er
 B

re
as

t C
an

ce
r D

ia
gn

os
is

 is
 a

 W
is

co
ns

in
-b

as
ed

 n
on

-p
ro

fit
 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n 

es
ta

bl
ish

ed
 in

 1
99

9.
 W

hi
le

 s
cie

nc
e 

se
ar

ch
es

 fo
r a

 c
ur

e,
 A

BC
D 

co
m

pl
em

en
ts

 th
e 

w
or

k 
of

 h
ea

lth
ca

re
 p

ro
vi

de
rs

 b
y 

se
rv

in
g 

as
 a

 re
lia

bl
e,

 
ac

ce
ss

ib
le

, a
nd

 h
ig

hl
y 

pe
rs

on
al

ize
d 

re
so

ur
ce

.

Cr
ea

te
d 

by
 w

om
en

 w
ho

 h
av

e 
ha

d 
br

ea
st

 c
an

ce
r t

he
m

se
lv

es
, A

BC
D’

s 
se

rv
ice

s 
fo

cu
s 

on
 th

e 
in

di
vi

du
al

 n
ee

ds
 o

f e
ac

h 
pe

rs
on

. A
BC

D 
is

 n
ot

 a
 s

up
po

rt 
gr

ou
p.

 
In

st
ea

d,
 it

s 
m

en
to

rin
g 

se
rv

ice
 m

at
ch

es
, o

ne
-to

-o
ne

, b
re

as
t c

an
ce

r p
at

ie
nt

s 
an

d 
tra

in
ed

, p
ro

fe
ss

io
na

lly
 s

up
po

rte
d 

br
ea

st
 c

an
ce

r s
ur

vi
vo

rs
 w

ho
 h

el
p 

ot
he

rs
 

na
vi

ga
te

 th
e 

br
ea

st
 c

an
ce

r “
jo

ur
ne

y.”
 T

he
se

 m
at

ch
es

 a
re

 b
as

ed
 u

po
n 

sim
ila

r 
di

ag
no

se
s 

an
d 

lif
e 

cir
cu

m
st

an
ce

s, 
so

 th
at

 th
e 

su
pp

or
t i

s 
di

st
in

ct
iv

el
y 

pe
rs

on
al

. 

AB
CD

 s
er

ve
s 

ev
er

yo
ne

 im
pa

ct
ed

 b
y 

br
ea

st
 c

an
ce

r s
o 

fa
m

ily
 a

nd
 fr

ie
nd

s 
of

 
br

ea
st

 c
an

ce
r p

at
ie

nt
s 

re
ce

iv
e 

on
e-

to
-o

ne
 s

up
po

rt
, t

oo
. A

BC
D 

al
so

 o
pe

ra
te

s 
th

e 
Br

ea
st

 C
an

ce
r H

el
pl

in
e,

 a
 re

lia
bl

e 
so

ur
ce

 fo
r b

re
as

t c
an

ce
r-r

el
at

ed
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
re

fe
rra

l t
o 

ad
di

tio
na

l r
es

ou
rc

es
. T

hr
ou

gh
 it

s 
M

OR
E:

 M
en

to
r O

ut
Re

ac
h 

an
d 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
Pr

og
ra

m
, A

BC
D 

pr
om

ot
es

 a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
 b

re
as

t c
an

ce
r, 

its
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

 
an

d 
re

la
te

d 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 in
 m

ed
ica

lly
 u

nd
er

se
rv

ed
 c

om
m

un
iti

es
  

an
d 

fre
qu

en
tly

 in
 c

ol
la

bo
ra

tio
n 

w
ith

 o
th

er
 o

rg
an

iza
tio

ns
.

AB
CD

’s 
M

is
si

on
: t

o 
pr

ov
id

e 
pe

rs
on

al
ize

d 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
on

e-
to

-o
ne

 s
up

po
rt 

 
to

 p
eo

pl
e 

af
fe

ct
ed

 b
y 

br
ea

st
 c

an
ce

r –
 p

at
ie

nt
, f

am
ily

 a
nd

 fr
ie

nd
s.

AB
CD

 w
or

ks
 in

 c
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

w
ith

 h
os

pi
ta

ls,
 c

lin
ics

 a
nd

 o
rg

an
iza

tio
ns

 th
at

 h
el

p 
br

ea
st

 c
an

ce
r p

at
ie

nt
s 

an
d 

th
ei

r l
ov

ed
 o

ne
s 

bu
t d

oe
s 

no
t p

ro
vi

de
 m

ed
ica

l o
r 

ot
he

r p
ro

fe
ss

io
na

l a
dv

ice
 a

nd
 is

 n
ot

 a
ffi

lia
te

d 
w

ith
 a

ny
 m

ed
ica

l c
ar

e 
pr

ov
id

er
s 

 
or

 th
ei

r a
ge

nt
s.

Al
l s

er
vi

ce
s 

ar
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

 fr
ee

 o
f c

ha
rg

e 
an

d 
m

ad
e 

po
ss

ib
le

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f p

riv
at

e 
do

na
tio

ns
, i

n-
ki

nd
 a

ss
ist

an
ce

 a
nd

 v
ol

un
te

er
s’

 c
om

m
itm

en
t.



A B C D  M e n t o r s

Janet Abraham Bonnie Anderson Tami Anderson Tina Anderson Tabitha Andrist Tracy Anello Margaret Anshus Genie Applebee 
Lisa Armitage Beverly Ashford Diane Augenstein Paul Augenstein Mary Augustine Connie Balcom Denise Barchus Elizabeth 
Bargren Diane Barton Lori Bartz Pamela Battle Catherine Becker Diane Becker Bonnie Benes Virginia Bensyl Berdella Berg 
Arline Berlin Norah Bertucci Mary Beyer Leslie Biernat Janet Blankenheim Valerie Blonski Gretchen Bloomer-Huberty Kay 
Boesen Virginia Bolger Amanda Borchers Christopher Botts Barbara Brackens Diane Bradshaw Marilyn Brejcha Kathy Bruecker 
Angela Brunner Julie Brunner Therese Burkhart Carrie Burtin Faith Bybee Francie Bybee Annie Calteaux Carol Cameron 
Marsha Caporaso Jennifer Casey Lori Casey Nancy Catalano Susan Catrini Mary Ann Cierzan Clara Coe Rosie Coleman Jack 
Congleton Kathleen Congleton Mary Copps Mary Cornelius Joy Covelli Susane Cowans Pattie Cox Nada Crowder Vernette 
Crum Susan Cusatis Christine Dallmann Cheryl D’Amico Hedy Daniel Terri Lee Danner Julie Darrough Olivia Davenport 
Carol Davis Sandra DeCristoforo Jennifer Dederich Kathy Dedering Christine Del Re Rhonda Deneka Ann Devine Regina 
Dirksen Ella Dunbar Carol Randall Duncan Paula Edwards Marge Egenhoefer Kathleen Ehley Elaine Eisner Marcia Eliason 
Lori Fee Robin Fleischer Teri Flemming Christy Foote Julie Forrest Peggy Foster Renee Foti Teri Frailing Jody Furlong Sandy 
Gabavics Maria Galvan Gael Garbarino Cullen Barbara Garnier Sarah Gartner Judy Gauvin Beth Ann Gavin Linda Gee Ruth 

Gehring Janet Gerbig Camellia Givens Joan 
Glick Marcia Goecks Kathleen Golembiewski 
Cathrine Graham Rene Gratz Larry Gray Patricia 
Gray Karen Greenstreet Tammy Griffin-Rice 
Sandra Griffith Michael Gullotti Rose Gullotti 
Suprina Gunn-Hayes Susan Haberman Shannon 
Hahn Ellen Hallas Lise Hansen Jane Hathaway 
Kimberly Hawkins Joy Heintz Claudia Henley 
Rosa Herman Sue Hessner Georgia Hickey 
Ramona Hietpas Deborah Hintz Phyllis Holder 
Melanie Holmes Cynthia Hooker Doris Hooks 
Annette Hopgood Shirley Horton Kathy 
Hoth Carolyn House Rhonda Howard Janet 
Howenstine Nancy Hylok Debby Ingerson 
Kathleen Ingold Kathy Ionson Donna Johnson 
Sharon Johnson Holly Jones Jeanette Jones 
Anne Jost Joanne Jovanovich Claudia Kabler-
Babbitt Bonnie Kahler Darlene Kanera Kandice 
Kauffman Amy Kielma Kimberly Kimpel Nancy 
Klein Debra Knitter Becky Komisar Marilyn 
Kraar Debra Kraft Joy Krause Annie Kraut 
Shereen Kressin Anne Kreutzinger Dianne 
Krukar Joan Kuehl Odessa Kuriga Patty Kurtz 
Catherine La Fond Carmella Labonne Felice Leib 
Sheri Levin Judith Levy Rita Lewenauer Lucy 
Little Sharon Lochinski Nancy Long Edna Lowe 
MaryAnn Lueck Jane Lukic Molly MacDonald 
Lynn Maglio Patrice Mahon Alice Maki Nancy 

Margraf Judy Martine Sue Mathis Unis Matthews, Jr. Vida Matthews Sheila McCaffrey Toni McCallister Mary McCanna 
Lottie McCarty Gretchen McQuestion Michelle Mennel Doralynne Metz Molly Miller Sara Miller Patricia Mize Stephanie 
Momon Emma Muniz Vera Nathaniel Lee Nehmer Sally Jo Nelson Clara Nettesheim Betty Nevels Maria Nieves Rosemarie 
Nimmo Sue Nohelty Sheila Nonken Marilyn Nowak Enid Okokon Judith Ormond Cindy Ostaszewski Elaine Pagliaro Peggy 
Papenfus Nellie Patterson Lynette Paull Cathy Pernell Cyiark Patty Petek Sandra Potter Tricia Price Marilyn Pulliam Therese 
Quinn Ruth Reid Mary Reina SharLee Retzlaff Angele’ck Rice-Ife David Rierson Pat Rierson Terri Robinson Julie Rock 
Alice Rocque-Angermeier Laurie Rodgers Katie Roosa Betty Ross Pam Ross June Rubner Laura Sanders Sue Scanlan Nancy 
Schaperkotter Jeanine Schauer Joline Schick Nancy Schiro Debbie Schmidt Karen Schraml Peggy Schuemann Mary Ellen 
Schuetz Holly Schulz Jackie Schulz Paula Schulze Stacy Scrip Theresa Seidel Mary Shane Elena Shebelski Kathy Shields Desiree 
Shocko Lana Shocko Kathy Sieja Kyra Simono Joyce Sipes Ron Skaug Patricia Skowronski Jenny Soblewski Betty Sobush 
Marie Spann Dawn Speich Kathie Spencer Valeria Spinner-Banks Lynne Stricker Lynn Stuhr LeAnn Sucher Mariann Sykes 
Dawn Talos Galina Tash Terry Taylor Luz Tellez Martha TenPas A’Lylan Thompson Jacqueline Thompson Eileen Tomasino 
Tracie Torch Mary Tunson Lonnie Turner Julie Tynion Barbara Ulichny Debra Ushakow Kathleen Van Wagenen Kay VanBoxel 
Lisa Vanden Heuvel Fredlyn Viel Betty Vollbrecht Sophia Waite Janilee Walters Leslie Waltke Audrey Warner Mel Wilkerson 
Gregory Williams Roberta Williams Joette Winters Zelda Wise Mary Jo Wojcik Diane Woodard Jo Ann Wordell Connie Hull 
Wozny Dixie Yeck Jacqueline Youngblood Stephanie Youngblood Susan Zadravetz Evie Zganjar Joanne Ziarek Ann Zion

“Our work began with a 
dream led by Melodie Wilson, 
which during this past decade 
became the dream of an ever 
growing team of volunteers, 
donors and other supporters.”



A B C D  M e n t o r s

Ten years! That is the milestone that ABCD marks this 
year — ten years of providing free, personalized information 
and one-to-one support to people affected by breast cancer 
— patients, families and friends.

Our work began with a dream led by Melodie Wilson,  
which during this past decade became the dream of 
an ever growing team of volunteers, donors and other 
supporters. Now, our distinct approach to personalized 
support from someone who has already experienced  
breast cancer is available to anyone, anywhere with  
access to a telephone or the internet. 

Today, we partner regularly with healthcare professionals 
from every discipline. We learn from them, too. We 
influence the work of those who value the entire menu  
of survivorship needs — medical, emotional, psychological 
and practical. And our services continue to grow. 

In these past ten years, nearly 500 people have trained as 
ABCD mentors and thousands upon thousands have been 
matched or personally supported because of our work. 
The power of one-to-one is spreading in collaboration with 
sister support organizations and healthcare professionals, 
because of the generosity of our donors, and through the 
commitment of a legion of loyal volunteers. 

And yet, our most important accomplishment has been 
that no matter the challenges we have faced, from national 
economic turbulence to the personal loss of Melodie’s 
passing, we have remained focused on those we serve —

•	 the breast cancer patient — from newly diagnosed to 
those coping with treatment or dealing with recurrence,

•	 the survivor who cannot shake the fear of tomorrow,
•	 the family, friends and caregivers of those diagnosed  

with breast cancer,

•	 the ABCD mentor who 
needs guidance or  
help while supporting 
others, and

•	 simply, each other.

On the one hand, we 
marvel at what has been 
accomplished in just one 
decade while on the other  
we realize that there should 
be no surprise. As Harry 
Truman famously said,  
“It is amazing what you can 
accomplish if you don’t worry 
about who gets the credit.” 

This philosophy has always guided ABCD. It is a 
foundational value our donors invest in and our 
collaborating partners respect. It is part of who we  
are and how we face the long haul — that road  
from diagnosis to building our new lives. Together.  
One-to-one. Focused on the needs of others.

We are delighted to share with you a review of the last 
year in our first decade and our reflections on Melodie’s 
influence. And, we invite you to join us as we build the 
second decade of the power of one-to-one.

Kathy Ehley  
President 
ABCD Board of Directors

d e a r  f r i e n d s  o f  a b c d



hope

 Sharon Lochinski & Betty Ross



h o p e  *  h e l p  *  S u p p o r t

Betty Ross is a retired occupational therapist who taught 
her patients the therapeutic value of writing and journaling. 
From her hometown of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, her career 
took her to New York City and Florida and home again. 
But when it came to breast cancer, she found herself in  
a truly new world.

“I’m strong. I help others. I worked with veterans for 
years, but when it came to the big ‘C,’ I couldn’t say 
everything on my mind to my family,” says Betty Ross. 
“But I could admit the real fear, the real emotional  
issues to my mentor, Sharon.”

It is a familiar sentiment when a woman develops breast 
cancer — she is the strong one, the family glue. How can 
she accept help from others?

Betty’s mentor, Sharon Lochinski, is a “Milwaukee girl,” 
too. Early on, she learned to stand on her own. Her father 
passed away when she was only 24 years old. Taking  
care of her mother and helping to run the family business 
came naturally. Applying bookkeeping and accounting skills 
to a variety of professional duties with area companies, 
Sharon never sat still and always looked out for her mother 
and grandparents. 

Unfortunately, when Sharon was diagnosed with breast 
cancer in 2003, she didn’t know about ABCD. “I was  
by myself and doing ok. But I was preparing to throw  
my mother her 80th birthday party,” notes Sharon.  

“Someone to talk to who wasn’t depending on me would 
have been wonderful.” The party was a huge success, 
but she remembers having to keep up her spirits without 
letting on to others — the party was just three weeks 
after her lumpectomy.

Knowing that having the support of someone who had 
“been there” would have made all the difference in her 
breast cancer journey, Sharon trained as a mentor shortly 
after learning of ABCD.

Betty and Sharon’s mutually mischievous smiles and open 
hearts might convince you they’ve known each other for 
decades rather than a few years. Describing her mentor 
Sharon as “super cool,” Betty says that Sharon took the 
time to get to know her, listening closely to her concerns. 
Sharon coached Betty through every step of her journey.  
In particular, Betty appreciated Sharon’s sense of calm and 
her sense of humor.

Still in regular contact, Betty recently trained to be an 
ABCD mentor herself because of Sharon’s encouragement.  
It took Sharon awhile to convince Betty, but they still talk 
and have attended ABCD’s annual celebration of support, 
Date with a Plate, together. Through Sharon’s example,  
Betty came to realize that it doesn’t have to be your job  
to support someone; you don’t have to be family. In fact, 
Betty says, “You just have to be like Sharon. She just 
wanted to help.”

Betty Ross & Sharon Lochinski 

“I’m strong. I help others. I worked with veterans for years,  
but when it came to the big ‘C,’ I couldn’t say everything on 

my mind to my family,”- Betty Ross



A transplanted French Canadian, Solange believes she 
was blessed during her breast cancer journey. She had the 
constant support of a loving family, including adult children 
who went with her during medical visits, a warm faith 
community, and many loyal friends. 

But no one could really help Solange understand what  
to expect, especially from the surgery; no one could 
persuade her completely that she would be “ok”—  
except her ABCD mentor. Even that took time.

Solange nods as Jane relates their story. “I’m very 
analytical and so is Solange. It was one of the ways  
we were such a good match. When I first reached out  
to her, Solange decided she wasn’t ready to talk just  
yet, but I sent her notes. She had to trust I would be 
there when she was ready,” Jane recalls.

Solange remembers that the beginning of her journey was 
very difficult. “I work in a medical office that sees many 
elderly patients who said I was an ‘inspiration’ to them.  
But I was sick, had no energy and cried,” she recounts. 

When she was ready to talk to Jane, Solange confided  
her concerns about reconstruction and hair loss. 
Jane recounted a story to her. When Jane was in the 
hospital, a nurse and breast cancer survivor shared  
how reconstruction looked. “That was so powerful,  

to share such an intimate experience all to help a 
stranger,” said Jane. “Being a mentor allows me  
to give others the kind of support I got,” she says.

Because Jane told her that story, Solange knew Jane 
understood her reconstruction concerns like no one else 
could. “I really needed to know what reconstruction would 
be like. Jane was generous, making sure I understood the 
process. She was frank but not scary,” says Solange. 

Through reflection, prayer and conversation with Jane, 
Solange realized that her attitude would play a key role  
in getting through her breast cancer journey. And, as her 
hair grew back, she took it as a sign of overall healing. 

Solange is grateful for all the support she had during her 
journey. “I have a terrific family and strong faith. I prayed  
a lot,” notes Solange. “My mother, who is 90, had me 
in her prayers and so did so many people who didn’t 
even know me; so many people truly cared.” But she  
is especially grateful that her breast cancer nurse talked  
to her about ABCD’s one-to-one mentoring service. 

Both Solange and Jane recognize that a breast cancer 
journey can be long — emotionally and physically. But 
Solange notes, as wonderful as support from loved ones 
is, “there really isn’t any support that can replace personal 
support from someone who has lived what I was living.” 

h o p e  *  h e l p  *  S u p p o r t

“When I first reached out to her, Solange decided she wasn’t ready  
to talk just yet, but I sent her notes. She had to trust I would be  

there when she was ready,”- Jane Hathaway

Solange Lamarre & Jane Hathaway



Jane Hathaway & Solange Lamarre
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Kathleen Congleton & Mary Illgen



Sheboygan, Wisconsin native, Mary Illgen was aware of 
ABCD because of Melodie Wilson’s work as a journalist  
and media stories about its services, but she called 
because of her doctor’s encouragement.

“My doctor’s office was terrific. They gave me a packet of 
information about services for breast cancer patients, but  
they specifically brought ABCD to my attention,” she notes.

Mary did not contact ABCD right away. She had to work up the 
motivation to call. “I like to handle things on my own,” she 
notes. Besides, she was busy. Mary has always been active  
in her community and was proudly watching her daughter  
grow into young womanhood. Her husband was supportive 
and breast cancer just wasn’t something she expected. 

But then Mary had to make choices about surgery and had to 
learn about coping with radiation, drug treatments and fatigue. 
She realized that having a supportive husband was not the 

Jack Congleton – Family & Friends Mentor
From anxious husband of a breast cancer patient to compassionate mentor for men when a loved 
one has just been diagnosed with breast cancer, Jack Congleton has had quite a journey since his 
wife Kathleen was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2004.

“I wish I had a profound answer for what it felt like when Kathleen was diagnosed. But you are  
so surprised — no one expects a breast cancer diagnosis. I just knew we were in this together, for 
the long haul,” Jack recalls. When Kathleen was diagnosed he did the best he could, serving as 
family “fact-finder” and supporting her. “It is a difficult situation, but the blessing of serious illness 
is that it strips away the insignificant things and you focus on the truly significant,” he says. 

Now, Jack has followed in Kathleen’s footsteps, having trained as an ABCD Family & Friends mentor. 
He offers support to those the loved ones of breast cancer patients. He joins a growing team of 
men and women assuring that everyone affected by breast cancer gets personalized support. 

Jack Congleton with his wife, Kathleen

Mary Illgen & Kathleen Congleton 

h o p e  *  h e l p  *  S u p p o r t

“My doctor’s office was terrific. They gave me a packet of information 
about services for breast cancer patients, but they specifically brought 

ABCD to my attention”- Mary Illgen

point; she knew, “it was really important to talk to someone  
who had gone through the same thing.” 

Mary recalls, “I felt personally supported from the moment  
I called ABCD. The person who spoke with me was calm and 
focused and made the match quickly.”

Kathleen Congleton, Mary’s mentor, could understand Mary’s 
situation perfectly. When diagnosed, she was busy with a new 
career. Her husband was “the researcher, the on-line person,” 
Kathleen recalls. “This was helpful, but scary. I really needed 
support from someone who had these surgeries and had 
these drugs in her body,” she adds. 

Today, Mary and Kathleen are friends, enjoying their good health 
and their mutual interests in music and theatre. They’ve socialized 
together and Kathleen is encouraging Mary to train as a mentor 
when she is ready. Mary agrees about the value of ABCD’s  
one-to-one support, because mentoring is “just for you.”



The story of how Melodie came to establish ABCD is 
important because it illustrates the genuine power  
of one-to-one. And the depth of her heart.

Initially diagnosed with breast cancer at age 42 while 
working as a television journalist, Melodie chose to be 
open about her battle and to use the experience to help 
others learn about the disease. Inundated with calls from 
others fighting breast cancer, she left television to build 
an organization dedicated to providing personal support 
for people affected by breast cancer — one-to-one 
support from someone who had already experienced  
the breast cancer journey — a trained, professionally 
supported, personal mentor.

Her efforts on behalf of ABCD and those it served were 
tireless. She gave speeches, provided breast cancer 
education and outreach services, personally trained 
mentors and personally mentored. This work, including 
active engagement in ABCD’s long-range planning, 
continued even after she was re-diagnosed in the  
summer of 2007. 

Throughout it all her core belief never wavered: free 
one-to-one, personal support should be part of standard 
breast cancer care.

In addition to founding ABCD, Melodie was involved 
in a number of organizations related to breast cancer 

Melodie Wilson – The Power of One Heart

On November 9, 

2009, ABCD’s 

founder, Melodie 

Wilson, lost 

her personal 

battle with 

breast cancer. 

Yet, because of 

how she fought 

breast cancer and 

lived her life, everyday she still 

travels alongside anyone affected 

by breast cancer when she, or 

he, turns to ABCD. That is her 

legacy; a legacy we are honored 

to continue.



and general health. She had a key leadership role in 
establishing the local affiliate of Susan G. Komen for  
the Cure, serving as its founding board president. Also,  
she served as a member of the Board of Trustees of  
the Medical College of Wisconsin and was the founding 
chair of the MCW Cancer Center Advisory Board. 

Her commitment to others through community work 
went well beyond the issue of breast cancer. A short list 
of her service includes the Boards of Directors of Betty 
Brinn Children’s Museum, the Child Abuse Prevention 
Fund, the YWCA of Greater Milwaukee, the Task Force  
on Battered Women and the Milwaukee Forum, as well 
as Professional Dimensions and Tempo International. 

During a career that spanned more than two decades, 
Melodie received countless awards for her work as a 
television journalist. A member of the Milwaukee Press 
Club and the Society of Professional Journalists, she was 
inducted into the Milwaukee Press Club Hall of Fame. 
And in April of 2009, she was given the prestigious 
Silver Circle Award from the Academy of Arts and 
Sciences in recognition of her lifetime achievement  
and contributions to television journalism. 

Yet, Melodie will be remembered for much more than 
her well-deserved awards. We remember her heart: her 
commitment to her family, her focus and compassion. 

We also remember the little things — her love of ice 
cream and a good joke. And we remember how she 
valued “just listening,” which she often called “the  
best medicine.”

Indeed, she was a pioneer in understanding that the 
role of listening is part of the healing process, not just 
for breast cancer patients, but for their loved ones. 
Supporting Melodie at every step — her husband, Wayne 
Oldenburg, their four children, and her mother. And the 
ABCD community.

Today, her work — all of our work — continues. ABCD’s 
one-to-one support for people affected by breast cancer 
now reaches far beyond our community. With changes 
brought by cell phones and the internet, outreach we 
would not have dreamed possible ten years ago has 
become common place. Melodie’s mantra was always  
to reach out to help more people. Indeed, as she noted  
in ABCD’s 2007 annual report, “there is still so much 
more to do.” 

Yes, there is. And we know it is possible. Melodie taught 
us: never underestimate the power of one-to-one. 

Throughout it all her core belief never wavered: free one-to-one,  
personal support should be part of standard breast cancer care.



in-kind donors

Ten years ago ABCD began with a clear, compassionate 
vision: assure that anyone affected by breast cancer —  
patients, family and friends—could count on free, 
personalized, one-to-one support. 

And that support must be always reliable, well-informed 
and sensitive to the particular way each person seeking 
help expresses her needs. ABCD’s one-to-one support must 
complement clinical care and the role of family and friends. 
It must fill the niche that only someone who has already 
experienced breast cancer can. 

One-to-one support from ABCD must be of extraordinary 
quality and remarkable flexibility. 

These visionary commitments, made more than ten years 
ago, still guide ABCD’s work. It is why ABCD mentors are 
trained and are offered continuing education. They are 
professionally supported by a compassionate staff that is  
also supported by a Medical and Community Advisory  
Board — assuring continuous learning and continuous  
program improvement.

Creating ABCD’s one-to-one support was the personal vision 
of Melodie Wilson but bringing that vision to life was and 
continues to be the collective commitment of those who 
collaborate with ABCD – individuals and organizations. Many 
voices help ABCD’s one-to-one mentoring service flourish  
and all of them share ABCD’s unwavering commitment to 
one-to-one breast cancer support. 

Our key community collaborators this first decade  
of the Power of One-to-One include:

ABCD Mentors & MORE:  
Mentor OutReach and Education

Our team of mentors that address information and 
support needs in settings as diverse as health fairs, 
cultural festivals, places of employment, professional 
associations and houses of worship with special  
focus on the medically underserved

American Cancer Society – Southeast Wisconsin
Breast Cancer Recovery Foundation
Jane Cremer Foundation
Gilda’s Club – Southeast Wisconsin
Susan G. Komen for the Cure – Southeast  

Wisconsin Affiliate
Milwaukee Latino Health Coalition –  

Health Promoters Project
Milwaukee LGBT Community Center
Milwaukee Regional Cancer Control Network
Sisters Network-Milwaukee Affiliate
Stillwaters Cancer Support Center
UWM School of Nursing
Well Woman Program of Wisconsin
Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition
Wisconsin’s Pink Shawl Initiative: Dream the Cure
Wisconsin Women’s Health Foundation
Wisconsin Comprehensive Cancer Control Program

The Power of One-to-One 
Collaborations

Many voices help ABCD’s one-to-one mentoring service  
flourish and all of them share ABCD’s unwavering commitment 

to one-to-one breast cancer support. 

h o p e  *  h e l p  *  S u p p o r t



in-kind donors

Board of Directors

Kathy Ehley President
M. Kathleen Eilers Vice President
Tracy Anello Secretary
Jill Newman Treasurer
Melodie Wilson Founder 

through November 2009
Therese Burkhart
Elizabeth Brenner
Gael Garbarino Cullen
Mildred Leigh-Gold 

through January 2009
Theresa Reagan
Nancy J. Sennett
Kathleen Stolpman
Julie Tynion  

Medical & Community 
Advisory Board

Bonnie Anderson 
Milwaukee Catholic Home

Rebecca Anderson, Ph.D. 
Medical College of Wisconsin

Saleem Bakhtiar, M.D. 
Aurora Sinai Medical Center

Brian Bear, M.D. 
Advanced Healthcare

Carol Cameron 
VA Medical Center/ 
Pink Shawl Initiative

Darryl Cremer 
Jane Cremer Foundation

Kathryn Klein Havens, M.D. 
Zablocki VA Medical Center

Oza Holmes, R.N. 
Aurora Sinai Medical Center

Gwen Jackson 
Community Volunteer

Mildred Leigh-Gold
Gary Lewis, M.D., M.A. 

Columbia St. Mary’s Hospital
Pam Lyon, R.N. 

Aurora Women’s Pavilion
Karen Maynard 

Wisconsin Breast Cancer 
Coalition

Wendy Mikkelson, M.D. 
Aurora St. Luke’s Medical Center

Michele Nygro 
M&I Bank

Joan Prince, Ph.D. 
University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee

Anna Purdy, N.P. 
Froedtert & the Medical  
College of Wisconsin

Mark Sabljak 
The Business Journal

Robyn Shapiro 
Drinker, Biddle &  
Reath LLP

Thelma A. Sias 
We Energies

Deb Theine, R.N. 
Columbia-St. Mary’s Hospital

Sue Ann Thompson 
Wisconsin Women’s  
Health Foundation

Judy Tjoe, M.D. 
Aurora Sinai Medical Center

Sue Toth, R.N., M.S. 
Aurora Wilkenson  
Women’s Center

Sandra Underwood, Ph.D. 
University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee School of Nursing

Deborah Ushakow 
Southeastern Oneida  
Tribal Services

Marjorie Vukelich, M.D. 
Aurora Health Center – Slinger

Alonzo Walker, M.D. 
Medical College of Wisconsin

Leslie J. Waltke, P.T. 
Aurora Rehabilitation Center

J. Frank Wilson, M.D. 
Medical College of Wisconsin

John Yousif, M.D. 
Aesthetic and Reconstructive 
Surgery Associates, S.C.

In-Kind Donors

Allis Communications
Diane Amour
Bonnie Anderson, R.N. 
Leah Arndt
Karen Aronson, R.N., J.D.
Donna Beckstrom
Gail Blohowiak
Julie Bryson, Ph.D.
Carol Cameron
Gregory Ekbom, M.D.
Virginia R. Finn, J.D.
Foley & Lardner LLP
Fullhouse Interactive
Stewart Gifford, M.D.
Nicole Graf
Karen Greenstreet, Ph.D.
Oza Holmes, R.N.
Jen Keller
Daun Kihslinger, M.S.
Travis Knutson
Renee LaFleur
Chris Larson, M.D.
Mary Ann Lasky
Sarah McAfee 
Michelle McClellan, Ph.D.
Patrick McHugh
Doralynne Metz, Ph.D.
Melissa Minkley, M.S.
Milwaukee LGBT  

Community Center
Jill Newman, C.P.A.
Nienhuis Photography
Pink Shawl Initiative
Mark Powless, M.S.
Sisters Network, Inc. - Milwaukee
Jeff Strike
THIEL Design

Judy Tjoe, M.D.
Debra Ushakow
Alonza Walker, M.D.
Tina Yen, M.D.
YMCA of Greater Green Bay

Date with a  
Plate Sponsors

Robyn Glick Jensen, Chair
Judy Mindin, Event Manager

Restaurants & Desserts
Balistreri Owned and Operated 

Sendik’s Food Markets 
The Bartolotta Restaurant Group
Blu/Lobby Lounge (Pfister Hotel)
Burke Candy
Byron’s Beer Garden & Bistro
The Cake Lady
Catering by Davians
Cempazuchi
Connoisseur House of Chocolates
Culinary Arts Department at MATC
Chocolate Factory
Devon Seafood Grill
Dream Dance
La Perla
Larry’s Market
Metro Market
Milwaukee Chop House
North Star American Bistro
Osteria del Mondo
Shully’s
Suzy’s Cream Cheesecakes
Triskele’s

Presenting Sponsors
Briggs & Stratton 

Event Host
THIEL Design

Platinum Sponsors
Miller Compressing Company
Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Gold Sponsors
Business Journal Milwaukee
Forest County Potawatomi 

Community Foundation
Kesslers Diamonds
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Rita A. Stevens Foundation
Time Warner Cable

Silver Sponsors
Badger Meter
Northridge Group Inc.
Roundy’s 

Bronze Sponsors
Medical College of Wisconsin
Quality State Oil Co., Inc.
Ritz Holman CPAs

Executive Chef
Baird Foundation, Inc. 
Richard Meeusen
Oldenburg Group, Inc.
Charles Rubner
Mark S. Young

Sous Chef
American Family Mutual  

Insurance Company
Katie Buono & Liz Orelup
Genamic Heatlh, inc. 
Ann & Roy La Budde
PM Mueller & Associates, Inc.
Leslie Stollberg
Jane & Michael Strauss

Chef de Cuisine
Nausheen & Saleem Bakhtiar 
James and Betsy DuCanto
M. Kathleen Eilers &  

Barry Blackwell
Robyn and Alan Jensen
Lynn & Brian Kilb
Renee McCutcheon
Julie & James Tynion

In-Kind Donors
Business Journal Milwaukee
Capitol-Husting Corporate
Sandy D’Amato 
Fastsigns Glendale
Ini Raymi
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Otto’s Beverage Centers
Reinhart Food Service
Rishi Tea
Sprecher Brewing
THIEL Design
Water Street Brewery

ABCD is grateful to all of its 

supporters and every effort 

has been made to assure the 

accuracy of the lists in this 

report. If you find an error 

or omission, please accept 

our apology and bring it to 

our attention so that we can 

correct our records.
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donors$10,000+
Balistreri Owned and Operated 

Sendik’s Food Markets 
Community Health Charities
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Gentine 
Kesslers Diamonds
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Melodie Wilson and  

Wayne Oldenburg

$5,000 - $9,999 
M&I Foundation
Miller Compressing
Melanie Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Kuester
Keith Mardak
Mr. and Mrs. D.F. McKeithan, Jr.
Milwaukee Radio Alliance LLC
William Nasgovitz
Anna and R.F. Teerlink
Mark S. Young

$2,000 - $4,999
Elizabeth Brenner and  

Steve Ostrofsky
First Bank
Susan & Anthony Krausen
The Marcus Corporation 

Foundation, Inc.
Pamela and Leslie Muma
Oconomowoc Women’s Club
Windhover Foundation
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin 

Foundation

$1,000 - $1,999
Joan and Richard Abdoo
Doris and G. Woodrow Adkins
Susan and Norm Balthasar
Blue Mound Golf &  

Country Club
Brighton Retail
Michael J. Cleary
Sandra and Max Dermond
Michael D. Dunham
M. Kathleen Eilers and  

Barry Blackwell
Cookie and Tom Goris
Jerome Janzer
Diane and Robert Jenkins
Bettie and James Keyes
Linda and Tom Kinney
Susan G. Komen for the Cure – 

Southeast
 Wisconsin Affiliate
Thomas Kursel
Marianne and Sheldon Lubar
Janet and Vincent Martin
Ann and Charles McNeer
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce E. Pindyck
Stephen K. Pond
Andrew Potos
Jerry Renner
Jennifer Rudolf
Nancy and John Sennett
Slim’s
Mary Vandenberg
Annie Wacker
Wells Fargo
Diane and Edward Zore

$500 - $999
David and Carol Anderson  

Family Foundation
Denita Renee Ball
Donna and Donald Baumgartner
Helen and Ned Bechthold
Faith and Norbert Bybee
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Catholic Order of Foresters  
Welfare & Relief Fund

Cedarburg Jr. Woman’s Club
Tamara and J. Grant Dail
Jack Duffy & Associates, Inc.
Kathleen Ehley
Friebert, Finerty & St. John 

Charitable Giving
Jody and Mark Furlong
Lawrence Gentine
Tony Gentine
Yvonne and George Hoff
Imagine Nation Books. LTD
Amy Jobelius
Pamela and Len Kasper
Lynn and Brian Kilb
Wayne M. Klomstad
Melissa Konrath
Nancy Lee and John Koss
Amy and Tom Kielma
Michael Krolczyk
Catherine C. Landowski
Grant F. Langley
Lighting & Electrical Sales  

Co., Inc.
Kiki Lockwood-Guernsey
Molly MacDonald
Maximus
Linda T. Mellowes
Marjorie and Scott Moon
Patricia J. Murawski
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Oncology Alliance
Susan M. Scanlan
Kathleen S. Sieja
Mary Ellen and Scott Stanek
Michael Straub
Ann and Edward Sturzl 
Mark M. Thomas
Helen Thompson
Anne Vogel
Cathy and Mike White
Dennis Zacher

$250 - $499
Kathleen and Anthony  

Asmuth III
Elizabeth and Bruce Axelrod
Katherine and John Behm
Sharon Benedict
Laura Bergner
Terry Blohowiak
Joan and Roger Boerner
Boston Light Source
Mary Jo and Bruce Breyer
Michael Briski
Shelley and Gregory Bultman
Heidi Calaway
Danceworks, Inc.
Elizabeth and Richard Diehl
Dr. Cheryl J. Dominski
Susan and William Donovan
Electro-Mec Inc.
Ginny Finn and Evan Lenhardt
Christine Hamilton Foote
Lili and Rick Friedman
Barbara Fuldner
Kathleen and Jeffrey Fuller
Lorrie Gaudynski
Ellen and Richard Glaisner
Lynn A. Greb
Bev Greenberg
Karen and Robert Greenstreet
William Guis
Scott Haag – Moore Oil Company
Claire and Glen Hackmann
Nicholas Hodges
Katherine and John Hoth

Gregg Hotson
House of Prayer - ELCA
Raymond Janusz
Nancy H. Klind
Herbert Kohl
Dorothy and Kenneth Lamm
Tom Landwehr
Margaret and Steven Laughlin
Jill and Jack Langemak
Rosalie and Sam Leib
Jane Lukic
Sam L. Maglio, Jr.
Kathleen and Geoff Mykleby
Lisa and Jeffrey Stephens Neubauer
Oldenburg Group, Inc.
Jim Petersen
Professional Dimensions
RBC Wealth Management
Pat and David Rierson
Rohr Jewelers
Dr. Gary Ross
James Sartori
Margaret and Robert Schuemann
Constance Shaheen
Dr. Eric Sover
Maria and Henry Schreyer, Jr.
Mary Jane Stoffel
Lynn Stuhr
Timothy J. Thur
United Way
Angie and Tom Vert
Linda Werth
Mr. and Mrs. James B.  

Wigdale, Sr.
Sharon Zalewski

$100 – $249
Denise Abdoo
Chris and Helmut Adam
Judi and John Akins 
Elaine and Bill Appel
Barbara T. Armstrong
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Nausheen and Saleem Bakhtiar
Mari and Rajeev Bal
Barbara Barrow
Diann and Thomas Baumann
Drs. Brian and Laurel Bear
Kathryn Beiser
Jane and James Bell
Linda Bell
Donna and Alan Bembenek
Ben Franklin School  

(Student Council)
Kenneth Bliss
Blue Cross Blue Shield  

of Wisconsin
Marcia and Thomas Blum 
Virginia and T. Michael Bolger 
Richard T. Borowski
Cheryl and Mark Brickman
Mary Briggs-Ficks
Mary and Terry Briscoe
Kathleen and Benjamin 

Broghammer
“Brooks’ Friends”
Joan and Peter Bruce
Kathleen Bruecker
Diane and David Buck
Carol Cameron
Donald Canar
Sharon and Richard Canter
Cessna Aircraft Company
John Chisolm
Diana and Edward Cichurski
Denise M. Ciesielski
Nancy Claas 

Marcus Cone
Paul Connolly
Continental Crushing  

& Conveying
Dana M. Cooper-Davis
Pattie Cox
Amy and Fred Croen
Charles Cromwell
Jimalee Dakin
Cyntha and Jeffrey Davis
J.E. Decker
Joyce and John Degenhart
Lynn and Eric Delzer
Regina and Roger Dirksen
Judy A. Dollhausen
Pamela Down
Judith Drinka
Carol Randall Duncan
Michael D. Dunham
Patricia and Michael Dunn
Margaret M. Egenhoefer
Liliana Espinoza
Executive Women International
John Finerty
Linda Foltz
Nancy and James Forbes
Joanne and John Fowler
Andrew R. Frailing
Jerry Friedman
Judy and Tom Fritsch
Thomas Fuller
Jayne J. Gardebrecht
Beth A. Gavin
Jackie Gilbert
Katie Gingrass 
Marshall and Rene Gratz
Tim Greinert
Ann and Jon Hammes
Diane and Robert Harris
Helen and Daniel Hartsman
Kathleen Heinzelman
Julietta Henry
Mary and Kevin Hickey
Michelle M. Hicks-Tobias
Ramona Hietpas
Patricia and Gary Hollman
Shirley Horton
Elizabeth and John Hoylman
Norma Hughes
Colleen and Todd James
Susan M. Jankovich, PHR
Vicky Jeffers
Bille and Jerome Jerome
Sarah and Jeffrey Joerres
Michelle Karch
Jennifer and Michael Karegeannes
Jessica Kawczynski
Young C. Kim
Judith and Gale Klappa
Tiffanie Kloida
Janice L. Knecht
Jerome Kowalski, Sr.
Mary Koziboski
Debra J. Kraft
Grace Kragness
Fred Kramer
Marina S. Krejci
Richard L. Lagerman, DDS
Cassie Leddy
Jean Z. Levenhagen
Mary Webster Levit
Donna Lewen Fluker
Rita Lewenauer
LM Linn
James Lombardo
Katharine D. Loveland
Kevin Lubner

Carolyn Macklem
Douglas MacNeil
Patrice and Terrence Mahon
P. Michael Mahoney
Rich Mantey –WI Lighting 

Sales Inc. S. Corp.
Nancy and Jay Massart
Susan Mathison
Vida and Unis Matthews
Sara McAfee 
Margaret McCarthy
Sharon McCully
Richard McDermott
Maureen McGinnity
Elizabeth J. Meyer
Midland Health Testing 

Services Inc.
John Mikkelson
Susan and Robert Mikulay
Millennium.Com Guys
Jill M. Miller & John J. 

Peterburs Ph.D.
Susan R. Miller
Milwaukee Insurance Company
Milwaukee Police Association
Judy and Lionel Mindin
Carol and Brian Morello
Kathleen Mortenson
Nancy and Stephen Mullins
Emma Muniz
Marian Nasgovitz
William J. Nasgovitz
Dr. Ann B. Nattinger
Karri Neils
North Shore Junior  

Women’s Club
Christine Olson
Elaine and Frank Pagliaro
Paratech Ambulance
Esther Pastene
Diane F. Pellegrin
Ellen Persik
Laura J. Peters
David Pogorski
Patti and Michael Pollack
Jamie Pratt
Debbie Preder
Putzmeister
Thomas Quadracci
William Randall
David E. Ratka
Theresa M. Reagan
Brenda Rinaldi
Barbara and Richard Rindo
Rite Hite Foundation
Elizabeth Robbins
Michaela Ross
Betty and Brent Rupple
Sandra L. Rusch-Walton
James Santelle
Len Scarpinto
Beth and Jeffrey Schenck
CG Schmidt Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Schmitz
Kathleen and Thomas Schrader
Katherine Schuett
Sue and Bud Selig
David Sengpiel
Cheryl and Andrew Seter
Meghan K. Shannon
Dorothy Short
Janice Shulman
Kyra Simono
Joyce and Kenneth Sipes
Michelle R. Sirinek
Bert and Frank Smeal
Lynn and Flemming Smitsdorff
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Katy and Justin Sommer
Morgan Stanley
Marilyn Starck
Barbara Stein
Joan and Jack Stein 
Sally and William Stevens
Denice and James Stingl
Frederick P. Stratton, Jr.
Karen A. Taughinbaugh
Norene and John Thiel
Edward L. Thomae
Ann and Stu Tisdale
Leonard Tokus
Total Lighting Sales, Inc.
Patricia and Thomas Towers
Shane Trulock
Lonnie Turner
Nancy Turnock
Mary and Everett Tunson
Barbara Ulichny
Mary and Robert Unkel
Debra L. Usinger
Pat and Paul Van Aacken
Susan D. Van Lith
Vernal Management Consultants
Visa Lighting
Marjorie Vukelich
Laura and Kent Wainscott
L.C. and A.P. Walker
Carole and J. Philip Walthers
Deanna and George Wardeberg
Maureen Weissmueller
Barbara L. Wendt
Ann and Joe Wenzler
Robert P. Weske
Laura Wiese
Madonna and John Williams
Kevin Willmorth
Jean and Daniel Wilson
Tiffany Wilson
Vera and Jesse Wilson
WITI Fox 6 staff
Beth Witte
Work Wise Inc.
Joseph Wouters
Robert Yamachika
Sharon Zalewski
Kathryn Zeit
Annemarie Zore

$50-99
Bonnie Anderson
Helen and Charles Anderson
Stephanie Anderson
Amy and Daniel Argall
Jill and Michael Arndt
Diann Barmann
Karen and Ronald Begalke
Jan Beger
Patricia and Ervin Benish
Scott Bergner
Jane Billstrom
Vivian Blanco
Melissa and Bruce Block
Carolyn Boehmer
Suzanne Breier
Susan W. Brennan
Kathy Bruecker
Linda Buchsbaum
Therese Burkhart
Mary Burns
Judith and Kevin Carr
James Carroll
Cedarburg Junior Woman’s 

Club, Inc.
John Chapman
Cornerstone Bible Church

Joy Covelli
Gael Garbarino Cullen
Timothy DeGroote
Mary Jane Demet
Ann Devine
Karen Diatta
Joanne and Thomas Dixon
Claudia Egan
Nancy and Stephen Einhorn
Sara Eisenberg
Rose Lee and Jay Eissner
Suzy B. Ettinger
Donna Faw 
Barbara Fawcett
Nancy Filsinger
Sandra L. Fisher
Paula Floth
Alison B. Fowler
Cristina Garcia-Thomas
Bonnie and Paul Gordon
Susan and Keith Haberman
Wayne Hader
Marlene Hale
Lisa A. Hammer
Lise Hansen
Leila and Joseph Hanson
Mary Beth and Paul Haubrich
Heartland Business Bank
Joan Heiden
Tim Heinrich
Louise Hermsen
Janet Herzfeldt
Michael Heyl
Ed and Vicky Hinshaw
Joel Hoffman
Miriam Horwitz
Darlene and Michael Howard
Mary and William Hughes
Kenneth Hunt
Gwen Jackson
Fern Janz
Mary Jenkins
Amy S. Jensen
Robyn Jensen
Donna Johnson
Judith Wright Jones
Mark D. Kadunc
Ashley Kafader
Raejean M. Kanter
Mary and Ted Kellner
Dina Kelly
Eliza Killian
James Klamik
Kimberly and Paul Knoblauch
Carol Kraft
Barbara Kutz
Mary Ann and Charles P. LaBahn
Catherine F. LaFond
N.A. Lange
Karen LeSage
Joni Ledzian
Darcy and William Lemke
Bob Leverenz
Lloyd and Sheri Levin
Karen Leyns
Mary Linn
Carol Ludwig
RC Lurie Co., Inc.
Barry Mainwood
Mary Beth Malm
Sandra Maloney
Noris Maples
Carol and Charles Martin
Kathleen and Vincent McAvoy
Dennis McEvoy
Mary and Robert Mergener

W. Martin Morics
Sandra Millon-Underwood
James Morrow
Elyce Moschella
NRG Sales LLC
Barbara and Richard Natrop
Tom Nordgren
Marilyn Nowak
Gail and Paul Olson
Karen Ordinans
Carol and Armin James Ott
Joan Pendergast
Patty Petek
Alexandra Philpin
Mary A. Plotz
Beatrice and Charles Popple
Sandra Potter
Bunny Raasch-Hooten
Brian Randall
Anne Reed
David T. Reeder
Cynthia and Joseph Rewolinski
Linda and Blaine Rieke
Mary Ellen Rinaldi
Mary Rudolph
Barbara and Daniel Sabin
Eddy Sadowsky
Forrest Sarver
Walter Schmidt
Kenneth Schroeder
Deerae and Robert Schulz
Anne M. Sheridan
Kathleen Shields
Sylvia and Edgar Sivret, Jr.
Elizabeth and John Slocum
Mary Beth and Steven Smith
Dorothy M. Snow
Daryl Sobczak
Mary and Daniel Spore
Michele and James Stalewski
Sandra and Bruce Stark
Judy and Bill Starr
Dean Stefanczyk
Denice Stingl
Linda Szafranski
Julia Taylor
Kathleen and Robert Trulock
Renee and Joseph Tyson
Vernon Van Vooren
Teresa and David Vollmers
Forrest Sarver
Anne M. Sheridan
Dorothy M. Snow
Linda M. Szafranski
Mary Lynn Tipton
Susan M. Tomaszewski
Chris VandenBusch
Paula M. Verboomen
Jessica Vollrath
Marilyn Vollrath
Holly Von Estorff
Jacqueline Wajerski
Wisconsin Breast Cancer 

Coalition
Karen J. Weiss
Christine and Fritz Wenzel
Mary Belle Werner
WHSFHA Coaches/Officials
Jeanne Williams
Jackie Gilbert Wilson
Marjorie Ziarek
Mary Jo Zimmer

$25-$49
Barbara Abel
Jean Alexander
Fredric Ancel

Marion and Dennis Asplin
Lisa Attonito
Ronald Auer
Audrey and John Barrett
Sandra and Wayne Baumgart
Diane Beckley
Terri Birt
John Blanchard
Barbara Blank
Barbara Blutstein
Joy Botts
Elaine and Bill Brylow
Kathleen Buenger
Mary and Thomas Buestrin 
Patricia Busalacchi
Jeanette M. Butzin
Julie Carlson
Karen Cetnarowski
Kathy Chroen
Jeffrey P. Clark
Kirsten and Tony Claas
Laura P. Cooley
Courtney Cosey
Gwendolyn and  

Thomas Cyganek
Hedy Daniel
Dante
Mary Jane Demet
Peggy and Samuel Dickman
Karen and Gerard Dobson
Cheryll and David Dondlinger
Catherine Doyle
Ella Dunbar
Kathie and Robert Dye
Nancy and Stephen Einhorn
Suzy B. Ettinger
Sheila and Ed Fabiszak
Margaret Fennig
Raymond Fister
Thea R. Flasch
Anita Fleisch
Robin Fleischer
Joyce and James Frank
Margo Frey
Corinne and Warren Frieberg
Chris and Neha Glandt
Reesa and Irving Gottschalk
Peggy and Michael Grafwallner
Jean and Bob Grose
Deborah Grosenick
Rose and Michael Gullotti
Sandra Hansche
Dorothy Harrison
Steven Hart
Thomas Hayes
Susan Hejdak
Jolie and Herman Hersh
Janice and Harry Hibner
Rhoda and Lynn Hinz
Valerie Holzman
Kathy and John Housiaux
Susan and Scott Inzeo
Olga Veronica Jauregui
Karen Jeras
Sharon Johnson
Sally and Tom Jones
Marcie and Tom Jost
Cynthia Kartman
Donna and Michael Kartz
Maxine Keene
Mary Kelly
Starr and John Kieckbusch
Dorothy and Robert King
Nancy Klein
Mary Kopp
Ellen and Ervin Klug
Mary Ann and James Klug

Judith Knight
Michele and James Knueppel
Robert Kroll
Catherine A. LaFleur
Joni Ledzian
Earnestine Leonard
Bob Leverenz
Francis Lewandowski
Carol and George Lofgren
James Lofgren
Kathryn Lorrigan
Laura Lukas
Margaret Macleod Brahm
Deanna and Michael Malmstadt
Lisa Ann Marquardt
Julie A. Marso
Mark C. Maurer 
Colleen McCauley
Camille and Chuck McGrady
Diane McLean
Sunny Mehta
Margaret Menard-Mueller
Barbara Michalak
Amanda Mindin
Van Minnickel
Patricia Mize
Virginia Moeller
James Monnat
Stuart Mukamal
David E. Neuman
Gail Nichols
Tonen O’Connor
Violet Oldenburg
Judith Ormond
Janet G. Padway
Steven Palmer
Joan Paradiso
Anissa R. Perkins
Vonna Pitel
Gayle Prater
Wendy L. Pribbanow
Margaret Rauh
Toby and Sam Recht
Kristi Ribar
Vickie Robinson
Kenneth Rode
Debbie Rose
Annette and Gerald Rosen
Warren Schmidt
Lynn and Craig Schmutzer
School Dist. Of Hartford JT.1
Fran Serlin
Betty and Ronald Skaug
Gretchen Solomon
Melissa Spielman
Heather L. Stage
Kathleen Stolpman
Leann and Peter Stone
Marjorie Sutton
Virginia and William Taylor
Shirley Tiedjen
Ngan Tran
Jerrilynn Tzakis
Diane and Tom Wachtl
Karen Waldkirch
Margaret and James Weber
Marie Weiss
Gerald Wenzen
Heidi Wick Spoerl
Roberta Williams
Jane Wood
Sandy Wysocki
Elizabeth and Herbert Zien
Edward Zrimsek
Rachel Zuck



in honor of

in memory of

Tom Ament & Darla Hium
M. Kathleen Eilers and Barry Blackwell

Barbara Bachman
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Lauderdale

Susan M. Berginz
James Santelle

Mrs. John Braun
Janet Herzfeldt

Therese Burkhart
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent McAvoy
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck McGrady

Mardell Cronister
Joel Hoffman

Gael Garbarino Cullen
James Carroll
Eddy Sadowsky

Lynn Delzer
Marian Nasgovitz

Women of Domnican High School 
Graduating Class of 1967

Mary Linn

Susan Douglas 
Marian Nasgovitz

Carol Randall Duncan
Margaret MacLeod Brahm

Kathy Ehley
Terri Birt

Joyce Ehrhardt
Marjorie Sutton

Ginny Finn
Margaret MacLeod Brahm

Francis Grossman
Hedy Daniel

Marlene Hale
Jennifer Rudolf

Melanie Holmes
Helen Thompson

Shirley Horton
Terri Birt

Katherine Hoth’s 60th Birthday
Katherine Behm
Katherine Hoth

Janet Howenstine
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Ancel

Kathy Hudziak
Marilyn Nowak

Kathy Ionson
Ann Gainey

Sherry Johnson
Marian Nasgovitz

Diana Kostal
Walter Schmidt

Edna Lowe
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Grose
Sandra Hansche

Judy Mindin
Amanda Mindin

Oldenburg Family
Ginny Finn

Dee Dee Pellegrin
Marian Nasgovitz

Tiffany Purifoy
Terri Birt

Susan Quadracci
Marian Nasgovitz

Carol Richheimer
Sandy Meldman

M Scarpinto
Len Scarpinto

Kathy Sieja
Pamela Down
James Monnat

Mary Tunson
Terri Birt
Allene Muse

Angela Vick
Darlene Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Howard

Melodie Wilson
Nancy Gruner
Margaret Macleod Brahm
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Sarver
Anne Vogel

Melodie Wilson &  
Wayne Oldenburg

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Baumann

Donna Beckstrom
Carol Cameron

Jean Blohowiak
Terry Blohowiak

Kerry Lyn Claas
Nancy Claas
Roman Claas
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Claas
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Spore
Sharon Zalewski

Daniel Dueker
Kathy Chroen

Erika Eaton
Mark S. Young

Willard Gavin
Beth Gavin

Leigh Gott
Barbara Abel

Bea Graham
Barbara Stein

David Heller
Doris Sherman

Val Kaiser
Lorrie Gaudynski

Larry Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Bybee

Ann Kelley
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dixon

Gail Langemak Young
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Langemak

Gail Langley
Laura Bergner
Suzanne Breier
Donald Canar
Mr. and Mrs. John Chisolm
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy De Groote
Catherine Doyle
Sara Eisenberg
Friebert, Finerty & St. John  

Charitable Giving Partnership
Mr. and Mrs. John Finerty
Mr. and Mrs. William Guis
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hayes
Susan Herb
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Heyl
Miriam Horwitz
Iowa Farm Bureau Finance  

& Accounting staff
Amy Jobelius
Grant Langley
James Lombardo
Barbara Michalak
Milwaukee Police Association
Mr. and Mrs. W. Martin Morics
Elyce Moschella
Stuart Mukamal
Paratech Ambulance
Joan Pendergast
Attorney Brian Randall
Debbie Rose
Kenneth Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. Daryl Sobczak
Leonard Tokus
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Wenzen
Heidi Wick Spoerl
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zrimsek

Mildred Leigh-Gold
Dr. Charles Cromwell

Patty Marcello
Mr and Mrs. Ed Fabiszak

Mary Masanz
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Bybee

Colleen Mayer
Lynn Stuhr

Catherine McEvoy
Dennis McEvoy

Norma Minnickel
Van and Kristie Minnickel 
Kenneth Rode

Maria Pintar
Carol Cameron

Fred Pioso
Faith and Norbert Bybee

Greg Siedl
Carol Cameron

Ray Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Bybee

Kara Stockwell
Stephanie Anderson

June Thomas
Lynn Stuhr

Bunny Zacher
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Auer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Borth
Mary Brigs-Ficks
Mr. and Mrs. Thopmas Cyganek
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Dobson
Deborah Grosenick
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hibner
Valerie Holzman
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Inzeo
Mr. and Mrs. Thaddeus Jakubowski
Dina Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Robert King
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kleba
Mr. and Mrs. James Knueppel
Melissa Konrath
Mary Kopp
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kramer
Robert Kroll
Barbara Kutz
Karen LeSage
Barry Mainwood
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Malmstadt
Colleen McCauley
Margaret Menard-Mueller
Barbara Nahey
Joan Paradiso
Margaret Rauh
Sherry Stridde
Mr. and Mrs. William Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Valentine
Mr. and Mrs. David Vollmers
Mr. and Mrs. James Weber
Dennis Zacher
Evelyn Zavala

Pam Zuck
Rachel Zuck
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in memory of

2 0 0 9  D o n o r s

Joan and Richard Abdoo
Denise Abdoo
Chris and Helmut Adam
Judi and John Akins
Bonnie Anderson
Carol and David Anderson
Helen and Charles Anderson
Amy and Daniel Argall
Jill and Michael Arndt
Kathleen and Anthony Asmuth III
Marion and Dennis Asplin
Lisa Attonito
Mari and Rajeev Bal
Audrey and John Barrett
Sandra and Wayne Baumgart
Drs. Laurel and Brian Bear
Karen and Ronald Begalke
Jan Beger
Kathryn Beiser
James D. Bell
Donna and Alan Bembenek
Sharon Benedict
Patricia and Ervin Benish
Vivian Blanco
Kenneth Bliss
Melissa and Bruce Block
Marica and Thomas Blum
Blue Cross Blue Shield  

of Wisconsin
Barbara Blutstein
Carolyn Boehmer
Joan and Roger Boerner
Virginia and Michael Bolger
Boston Light Source
Susan W. Brennan
Mary Jo Breyer
Cheryl and Mark Brickman
Doris Brier
Mary and Terry Briscoe
Kathleen and Benjamin 

Broghammer
“Brooks Friends”
Debra Brown
Kathy Bruecker
Diane and David Buck
Amy and Jeffrey Buechel
Kathleen Buenger
Mary and Thomas Buestrin
Shelley and Gregory Bultman
Mary Burns
John Busby and Miller 

Compressing
Jeanette M. Butzin
Faith and Norbert Bybee
Julie Carlson
Cessna Aircraft Company
Karen Cetnarowski
Lila Chamber
John Chapman
Diana and Edward Cichurski
Gary M. Clark
Jeffrey P. Clark
Marcus Cone
Continental Crushing  

& Conveying
Laura P. Cooley
Cornerstone Bible Church
Tamara and J. Grant Dail
Jimalee Dakin
Dante
Cynthia and Jeffrey Davis
Lynn and Eric Delzer
Mary Jane Demet

Sandra and Max Dermond
Karen Diatta
Peggy and Samuel Dickman
Elizabeth and Richard Diehl
Regina and Roger Dirksen
Cheryll and David Dondlinger
Susan and William Donovan
Jack Duffy & Associates, Inc.
Ella Dunbar
Michael D. Dunham
Patricia and Michael Dunn
Kathie and Robert Dye
Annette and Jerry Eastman
Margaret M. Egenhoefer
Nancy and Stephen Einhorn
Rose Lee and Jay Eissner
Electro-Mec, Inc.
Suzy B. Ettinger
Executive Women 

International
Barbara Fawcett
Ginny Finn and Evan Lenhardt
Christine Hamilton Foote
Joanne and John Fowler
Joyce and James Frank
Corinne and Warren Frieberg
Thomas Fuller
Ruth M. Gannon
Cristina Garcia-Thomas
Beth A. Gavin
Lawrence Gentine
Louis Gentine
Tony Gentine
Chris and Neha Glandt
Peggy and Michael Grafwallner
Rene and Marshall Gratz
Bev Greenberg
Tim Greinert
Anna M. Gyuro
Scott Haag
Ann and Jon Hammes
Lise Hansen
Leila and Joseph Hanson
Diane and Robert Harris
Heartland Business Bank
Joan Heiden
Tim Heinrich
Susan Hejdak
Louise Hermsen
Marilee Hernandez
S. Herrmann
Mary and Kevin Hickey
Vicky and Ed Hinshaw
Rhoda and Lynn Hinz
Yvonne and George Hoff
Patricia and Gary Hollman
Sharon Honisch
Shirley Horton
Mary and William Hughes
Carol Jahnke
Colleen and Todd James
Susan M. Jankovich, PHR
Fern Janz
Jerome Janzer
Diane and Robert Jenkins
Amy S. Jensen
Robyn Jensen
Bille and Jerome Jerome
Rick Johns
Sally and Tom Jones
Marcie and Tom Jost
Raejean M. Kanter

Michelle Karch
Jennifer and Michael 

Karegeannes
Donna and Michael Kartz
Pamela and Len Kasper
Mary and Ted Kellner
Starr and John Kieckbusch
Lynn and Brian Kilb
Judith and Gale Klappa
Nancy Klein
Deborah and Steven Klug
Ellen and Ervin Klug
Mary Ann and James Klug
Janice L. Knecht
Judith Knight
Kimberly and Paul Knoblauch
Jerome Kowalski, Sr.
Carol Kraft
Marina S. Krejci
Michael Krolczyk
Jeaneen and John Kudek
Odessa and Edward Kuriga
Thomas Kursel
Mary Ann and Charles P. 

LaBahn
Catherine A. LaFleur
Richard L. Lagerman, DDS
Dorothy and Kenneth Lamm
Jill and Jack Langemak
Joni Ledzian
Nancy Lee and John Koss
Darcy and William Lemke
Jean Z. Levenhagen
Bob Leverenz
Sheri and Lloyd Levin
Rita Lewenauer
Karen Leyns
Lighting & Electrical Sales 

Co., Inc.
L.M. Linn
Sheldon Lubar
Kevin Lubner
Carol Ludwig
Laura Lukas
RC Lurie Co., Inc.
M&I Foundation
Molly MacDonald
Margaret MacLeod Brahm
Douglas MacNeil
Sam L. Maglio, Jr.
Patrice and Terrence Mahon
P. Michael Mahoney
Mary Beth Malm
Rich Mantey
Keith Mardak
Julie A. Marso
Janet and Vincent Martin
Nancy and Jay Massart
Mark C. Maurer
Karen Mawhinney
Sara McAfee
Sharon McCully
Richard McDermott
Maureen McGinnity
D.F. McKeithan, Jr.
Diane McLean
Ann and Charles McNeer
Sunny Mehta
Linda T. Mellowes
Mica Meunier-Lawrence
Elizabeth J. Meyer
Midland Health Testing 

Services, Inc.

John Mikkelson
Susan and Robert Mikulay
Millennium.Com Guys
Milwaukee Insurance 

Company
Judy Mindin
Patricia Mize
Lawrence Mohr
Marjorie and Scott Moon
Carol and Brian Morello
Pamela and Leslie Muma
Emma Muniz
Kathleen and Geoff Mykleby
NRG Sales LLC
William J. Nasgovitz
Barbara and Richard Natrop
Karri Neils
David E.Neuman
Kay Newell
Gail Nichols
Marilyn Nowak
Violet Oldenburg
Gail and Paul Olson
Karen Ordinans
Carol and Armin James Ott
Joel Pace
Steven Palmer
Diane F. Pellegrin
Ellen Persik
Alexandra Philpin
Vonna Pitel
David Pogorski
Patti and Michael Pollack
Stephen K. Pond
Beatrice and Charles Popple
Andrew Potos
Jamie Pratt
Debbie Preder
Professonal Dimensions
Thomas Quadracci
Joanne Radke
William Radke
William Randall
Anne Reed
Jerry Renner
Cynthia and Joseph Rewolinski
Kristi Ribar
Linda and Blaine Rieke
Patricia and Allen Riseselbach
Brenda Rinaldi
Mary Ellen Rinaldi
Barbara and Richard Rindo
Rite Hite Foundation
Elizabeth Robbins
Annette and Gerald Rosen
Michaela Ross
Mary Rudolph
Vanessa Ruether
Betty and Brent Rupple
James Sartori
Bernadette Schmidt
CG Schmidt Inc.
Beth and Jeffrey Schenck
Lynn and Craig Schmutzer
Betsy Schneider
Maria and Henry Schreyer, Jr.
Margaret and Robert 

Schuemann
Katherine Schuett
Deerae and Robert Schulz
Cheryl and Andrew Seter
Janet and Mark Sherwin

Dorothy Short
Joyce and Kenneth Sipes
Sylvia and Edgar Sivret, Jr.
Betty and Ronald Skaug
Mary Beth and Steven Smith
Lynn and Flemming Smitsdorff
Gretchen Solomon
Michele and James Stalewski
Mary Ellen and Scott Stanek
Barbara Stein
Joan and Jack Stein
Lisa and Jeffrey Stephens 

Neubauer
Sally and William Stevens
Denice and James Stingl
Kathleen Stolpman
Frederick P. Stratton, Jr.
Michael Straub
Lynn Stuhr
Ann and Edward Sturzl
Constance and Peter Subotich
Julia Taylor
Norene and John Thiel
Edward L. Thomae
Shirley Tiedjen
Ann and Stu Tisdale
Total Lighting Sales, Inc.
Kathleen and Robert Trulock
Shane Trulock
Lonnie Turner
Renee and Joseph Tyson
Mary and Robert Unkel
Debra L. Usinger
Pat and Paul Van Aacken
Mary Vandenberg
Angie and Tom Vert
Visa Lighting
Marilyn Vollrath
WHSFHA Coaches  

& Officials
Diane and Tom Wachtl
Laura and Kent Wainscott
Carole and J. Phillip Walthers
Mary Webster Levit
Karen J. Weiss
Maureen Weissmueller
Christine and Fritz Wenzel
Linda Werth
Cathy and Mike White
Lonna, Susan and Roger 

Wiedemeyer
WITI Fox 6 Staff
Jeanne Williams
Madonna and John Williams
Kevin Willmorth
Vera and Jesse Wilson
Wisconsin Breast Cancer 

Coalition
Zelda Wise
Beth Witte
Jane Wood
Work Wise Inc.
Joseph Wouters
Sandy Wysocki
Robert Yamachika
Marjorie Ziarek
Annemarie Zore
Diane and Edward Zore
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	 2009	 2008
Assets	

Cash 	 $694,023	 $614,515
Accounts Receivable 	 152,442	 58,582
Inventory 	 1,205	 1,392
Prepaid Expense 	 1,320	 1,882
Fixed Assets 	 8,962	 6,404
Software, Website & Computers 	 14,937	 3,405
Less Depreciation 	 (10,479)	 (8,345) 

Total Assets 	 $862,410	 $677,835

Liabilities & Net Assets
Liabilities 	 $  17,036	 $    2,175
Net Assets

  Unrestricted 	 493,570	 659,728
 B oard Designated Funds	 248,000
  Temporarily Restricted 	 103,804	 15,932

Total Liabilities & Net Assets 	 $862,410	 $677,835

Gross Revenue
Individual Contributions 	 $156,332	 $122,098
Corporate Contributions & Foundation Grants 	 106,680	 83,291
Fund Raising Events 	 67,685	 55,989
Workplace Giving 	 144,876	 79,156
In-Kind Donations 	 5,117	 1,668
Other 	 4,434	 9,990

Revenue 	 $485,124	 $354,692

Expenses
Program Services 	 $262,066	 $203,157
Administration 	 30,217	 38,575
Development 	 23,127	 12,714

Total Expenses 	 $315,410	 $254,446

Change in Net Assets 	 $169,714	 $100,246
Net Assets at Beginning of Year 	 675,660	 575,414

Net Assets at End of Year 	 $845,374	 $675,660

32% Individual Contributions

2 0 0 9  F i n a n c i a l s

2 0 0 9  R e v e n u e  S o u r c e s

30% Workplace Giving

1% In-Kind Donations 1% Other

22% Corporate Contributions  
& Foundation Grants

14% Fund Raising Events



All of ABCD’s services are  
provided free of charge, so we  
depend on the generosity of  
our friends and supporters. 
Thank you!
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JaNet Bland 
Community Outreach  
Assistant/Public Ally 

Jackie Adams  
Program Coordinator

Judy Mindin  
Outreach and Operations Coordinator

Ginny Finn  
Executive Director

Photography courtesy of Nienhuis Photography www.johnnienhuis.com; Graphic Design courtesy of THIEL Design www.thiel.com.
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